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The Newsletter of Eden United Church of Christ

June Greeting

PENTECOST
ˈ

/ pen(t)

əˌ kôst/

noun, the Christian festival celebrating the descent of the Holy Spirit on
the disciples of Jesus after his Ascension, held on the seventh Sunday
after Easter. Widely celebrated as the "Birthday" of the Christian
Church.

Join us on June 5th as we celebrate
Pentecost at Eden UCC. Spirit-filled
worship begins at 10:30am followed by a
BYO picnic in the church park. Don't
forget to bring a lawn chair, your lunch,
and to wear red!
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Sunday Mornings at Eden UCC
Worship 10:30am

Virtual Worship on Zoom

In-person or online
Sunday school is on Summer Break, see you on Rally Day!

ID: 999 4200 6505

Password: 337549

Donuts & Coffee Fellowship happens after worship in the
Upper Room. Virtual Coffee hour is held on Wednesday at
10:30am via zoom.

Greeters

Acolytes

June 5 Don & Eileen Mignerone

June 5 Erin Swan

June 12 Randy & Kathy Heckman

June 12 Lincoln Wakeland

June 19 Mimi Anderson & Lynsey Weber

June 19 Carter Sansagraw

June 26 Diane Field & Marlene Waldeschmidt

June 26 Henry Pennington

Liturgists

Money Counters

June 5 Susan Solsten
June 12 Mimi Anderson
June 19 Eileen Mignerone

June 5 Jerry Amm & Jan Swan
June 12 Marcia Amm & Sharon Mueller
June 19 Marcia Amm & Mimi Anderson

June 26 Bev Mack

June 26 Tammy Kutrip & Jan Swan

Usher Team for the month of June: Mignerone

Closer For the month of June: Jean Eckrich

June Notes:
This month we will return to our traditional way of serving communion. Please note that if you
prefer to bring your own communion elements you are always welcome to do so.
We will not have donuts and coffee fellowship on June 5th due to the Pentecost Picnic.
Pastor Kelly will be on vacation 6/20 - 7/05. If you are in need of pastoral care during that time,
please reach out to the church office (Lynsey) or council president (Don) for assistance. They will
be able to put you in touch with a minister to help you.
Leading us in worship on June 26th is new member, Rev. Dr. Susan King. Leading us in worship on
July 3rd is Rev. Allen Grothe.
Rev. Randy Heckman is also leading a Summer Bible Study on the Gospels. See the Midweek
announcements for more details.
Registration is open at Camp Moval and scholarships are available! For more information, please
see Pastor Kelly.
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Welcome New Members
Just as the day of Pentecost saw an increase
to the number of believers, on June 5th
Eden UCC will grow in size and strength as
we welcome new members into the
congregation.
Thanks be to God!

Rev. Dr. Susan King

Bert and Marge Nollmann

Tim and Margie Kohl

Carol Ranciglio

Doris Lueken

Nancy Schwab

*Addresses omitted in the web version of The Greeting
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President's Report
As I sit down to write this report, I just returned from worship service on May 29. We mixed things up a
little this morning with Pastor Kelly Johnson doing the children’s time and Jeffrey Johnson providing
today’s message. It was good to give Kelly a chance to spend some time with the Sunday School
children. Jeffrey did a great job delivering the message, and we thank him for his participation.
Sometimes change is good.
As most of you know by now, Kathy Ronquillio will be leaving us in July to move to Hawaii. Her last
Sunday with us will be July 10. It would be great to have as many of our congregation in attendance that
morning to hear Kathy play for her last service before she leaves. She has been a big part of our
worship services, and we will really miss her. I have told her several times that I love just sitting in
church and hearing her play. She is so talented and such a professional that it is hard for me to believe
she will be leaving after all these years. Kathy also served as our Administrative Assistant for several
years. I wish her and Alan all the best, and our doors will always be open for her to visit when she is
back in the area. We wish her God’s blessing as she starts a new chapter in her life.
We will be welcoming new members into our congregation on June 5. Many of us are already familiar
with them as they have been visiting for several months. Let’s be sure to offer them a big welcome. We
will also be serving communion in the pews for the first time since Covid started. The Council will act as
ushers for this. Trays will be passed, and the wafers will be individually wrapped. At some point, we
will return back to offering bread. Remember that the inner circle in the drink trays contains juice and
the outer two rings contain wine.
The drain tile and sump pump have been installed in the old library on the lower level. This will help us
with a water leak that has been a problem for many years. We received a bid to box in and repair the
improved area. That work is scheduled to be completed by June 21. The room will then be painted, and
new carpeting will be installed. We also will be making a change and move the church office into this
space. This will give Lynsey more room to work and more storage space for supplies. The old church
office will be used to locate some of the books from the old library and will give Pastor Kelly a little
extra room with her current office. Painting should start in the next few weeks in the hallway from the
lower level up to the Upper Room.
As the weather turns warmer, be sure to check in on other members that may need our help. We are a
great congregation, and I know that everyone will watch over each other.
Blessings to you all,
Don Mignerone
President, Eden UCC
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A Note from Pastor Kelly
The mind that opens to a new idea never
returns to its original size
- Albert Einstein
Beloveds,
Ah, summer reading! As a kid I would eagerly tally the number of pages I read to turn in for
prizes and certificates at the public library. In college and seminary, summer reading signaled the
freedom to choose the books I read after 9 months of reading what was required for class. These
days, as a busy pastor and parent, summer reading means vacation reading, when the luxury of
time-off means plenty of time to indulge in one of my favorite pastimes - curling up with a good
book and a good dog.
This summer is no different. As Jeffrey and I are preparing for our summer road trip, I am
packing up a short stack of books to take along. Unlike my mother who loves mysteries or my
son who goes for sci-fi, I love reading books about spirituality (big surprise, right ;) Some of my
all-time favorite authors are Anne Lamott, Rachel Held Evans, Glennon Doyle Melton and Nadia
Bolz-Weber.
This summer, however, I am trying something new. In a workshop I attended on becoming antiracist, the suggestion was shared to intentionally seek out other perspectives, voices and authors.
This really hit home for me as I realized that so many (or if I'm being honest, all) of my favorite
authors are quite similar to me as Christian, white, women. This summer I decided I would make
a commitment to select books written by more diverse authors. Recently I picked up a copy of
Red Lip Theology, written by Candace Marie Benbow along with The Book of Joy, cowritten by
the Dali Llama and Desmond Tutu. I am certainly looking forward to reading these new-to-me
authors and practicing a new habit in the library and bookstore.
If you are like me and find yourself reading authors (or watching actors or listening to musicians)
who look a lot like you, I invite you to take a page from my summer reading practice to expand
your scope. Be sure to let me know if you do! I'd love to get your book recommendations.
Happy Reading!
Pastor Kelly
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All Together
“When the day of Pentecost had come,
they were all together in one place.” – Acts 2:1 (NRSV)

After Easter, the disciples gathered together often, trying to make sense of life without Jesus. Sometimes
they gathered behind locked doors in fear. Sometimes they met in familiar places, like their fishing boats,
with a longing to return to that elusive state called “normal.” Sometimes they came together to observe the
rhythms of their religious life, the holy days and the prayers and the commemorations.
Together: it’s often where we find God. And when we’re struggling to find God, together is how we hold on.
Together is also a place where we can become stuck.
Together can become sufficient, providing comfort without challenge, adequacy but not abundance.
Together can become safe for the sake of staying in, to the neglect of going out. Together can become
authoritative, a judgment of “them vs. us,” a closed community into which nothing (and no one) new is
invited or imagined.
When Pentecost day began, the disciples were all together in one place.
When Pentecost day ended, the disciples had gone out from their one place. Together multiplied. New
togethers formed. New dreams sparked. New songs arose. New witnesses testified. New generosity
flowed.
And the original together—the disciples who had been trying to hold on one day at a time, trying to make
sense of their new normal? They changed. “All together” became their call, not just their comfort.

Prayer
Rush of Wind, Tongue of Fire, Bewilderment of Understanding: you envision us all together. Change us, call
us, discomfort us, so that it may be so.

This reflection was written by Rachel Hackenberg and published on Jun 9, 2019 in the Still Speaking Writers
Group Daily Devotional. If you would like to receive the daily devotional email from the United Church of Christ,
please subscribe here: https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/
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Eden UCC Dartball 2021-2022 Season Wrap-Up
The 22-week season started on September 7th, 2021 and February 22nd, 2022. We played 4 games each Tuesday evening,
being of for the holidays. There were 11 players on the roster, including 4 rookies. All teams were required to wear masks
each night of play, during the season and the tournament. Below are some compiled stats for each player. Bold numbers
represent leader in a category.
Joe Bathon- Joe scored the most runs for the team with 45 for the season. He had 6 hits including the cycle (single, double,
triple and home run) on November 21. He had 6 nights of play with .300 or better batting average. Threw a walk off home run
on January 11th.
Art Frank- Art threw the most triples for the team with 23. His best night of play, he had 6 hits with a .667 bating average.
On January 11th Art threw the cycle.
Bob Gebhardt- Bob started the season late and played with us for 15 weeks. His best night of play was on January 4th when
he threw 6 doubles and a .429 batting average.
Randy Heckman- Randy had the most singles with 60 and closed the season with a .283 batting average. On February 1st,
Randy had 7 hits and threw a .533 average for the evening. He had 7 weeks of play with a .333 or better batting average.
Don Mignerone- Don had the most hits for the team with 102. He also had the highest team batting average of .313 for the
season. Don threw 4 home runs his first night of play in September. He also threw a walk-off home run in September. On
October 12th Don had 7 doubles, with 5 RBIs.
Tom Staas- Tom is the only player that played all 22 weeks of play (88 games). He was second in hits with 99. On November
11th, Tom had 11 hits, 10 doubles and a home run, throwing a .733 bating average for the night. Tom ended the season with a
.296 batting average.
Aaron Tibbs- Aaron was the lead off batter for the team. He threw the most doubles for the season, 79. He had a .290
batting average for the season. On November 9th Aaron had 9 hits, scoring 7 times and threw a .563 batting average for
the night.
Co-Rookies
Django Archer-Django threw a home run in the 6th inning of game 4 in January. We won this game 1-0. He was second in
throwing home runs for the season with 7. On January 25th he had a 2 home run night with 4 RBIs. In the games where
Django threw home runs 2 were in the 3rd inning and 5 of them were in the 6th inning. He seems to prefer the 6th inning.
Jeffrey Johnson- He was 5th in throwing doubles for the season with 43. His best night of play was November 30th with 7
doubles and a .500 batting average. Jeffrey had 7 nights of play with a .375 or better batting average.
Kaitlyn Staas- Kaitlyn played with the team for 9 weeks, starting November 30th. She had a 6 hit night on February 15th,
throwing a .462 batting average, scoring 3 times wit 2 RBIs.
Bob Swan- Bob led the team with 11 home runs. He threw 3 walk-off home runs for the season, 2 in his first night of the
season. On February 1st, bob had 7 doubles and a home run for a .571 batting average.
On September 14th, Eden team threw 8 home runs for the night. As a team Eden threw 57 home runs for the season. We
ended the season with a .423 win percentage. We had 22 weeks of fun and fellowship with our 11 dartball member churches.
Art Frank
Team Captain
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Happy Birthday! Happy Anniversary!
Happy Everything!
Trenton Wakeland 6/01
Sarah Wurl 6/02
Jerry Amm 6/08
Karen Wakeland 6/13
Carol Keller 6/16
Tom Staas 6/18
Linda Meyers 6/20
Florence Ahrens 6/22
Eileen Mignerone 6/23
Sean Kutrip 6/24
Henry Pennington 6/28
J.P. Mignerone 6/29

6/12 Fred & Bev Mack (46 years)
6/16 Jerry & Marcia Amm (49 years)
6/16 Andy & Krista Frohling (11 years)
6/20 Bill & Chris Linnenbringer (52 years)
6/23 Jim & Kelly Mignerone (15 years)

Did we miss your special day? Happy belated!
Please let the church office know so that we may update our records. Thank you!
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A History of Eden United Church of Christ
1912-2022 (110th Anniversary)
Eden United Church of Christ, 8920 Eden Avenue, celebrated its 110th anniversary on April
14, 2022. Eden was the third church in Affton preceded by Christ Episcopal (Little Church in
the Woods) in 1881, and Salem Lutheran in 1909.
It all began with a meeting of local men in February of 1912 at the home of Henry Hertel.
Those in attendance were William Stolz, Henry Krueger Jr., Henry Klingemann, Louis Pruetzel,
Bernardt Kettler, Claus Treuel, Henry Binder, and Henry Staas. The group formally organized
February 29, 1912, at a meeting in McKenzie School.They chose the name of Eden Evangelical
and selected a committee to purchase land in the heart of Affton and set services. By March
of that same year, the committee purchased 168 feet by 241 feet from Mary E. Berry for
$1,000. The first services were held April 14, 1912, in Christ Episcopal Church and continued
there until the new church was ready. In September, the contract was let to Lueke & Bopp of
Kirkwood.Construction cost $12,007.71. One feature of the church includes the pressed tin
ceiling of the sanctuary which came from Clabes Hardware a couple of blocks east on Gravois.
The Rev. R. Gottfried Kurz served as first pastor.Professor Bauer of Eden Seminary had
ministered the congregation until Pastor Kurz’s installation. The corner stone, for the new
building, was laid October 13, 1912. The Watchman Advocate noted that “the morning was
cool and disagreeable, but the afternoon warmed for wagons” of visitors. Although the
building was incomplete, Christmas service was celebrated in the new building.
Dedication of the church was held April 27, 1913. A short service of farewell at Christ
Episcopal (New Hampshire & Aliceton) began the day. Everyone marched in procession
through the woods to the new building. Morning and the special afternoon dedication
services were in German. By today’s standards, Eden may be a small church, but the
dedication drew a crowd of roughly 1,000. Pastors from many Evangelical churches and choirs
from as far as Baden joined the celebration. Due to the crowd, the Pastor came to the steps of
the church following his presentation in the sanctuary and repeated it for all those unable to
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A History of Eden United Church of Christ (cont.)
get into the church. The evening service was conducted in English. The Advocate had given
directions to the church: take the Cherokee car west to the end. Wagons will be waiting
there from 1:30 on to take visitors to Affton and return them to the car line free of charge.
William Henry Otto Klingemann was the congregation’s first baptism. The first baptism in
the new church itself was that of twins Clara Elisabeth Minnie and Lillie Johanna Elizabeth
Mayer born March 31, 1913, and baptized in April. Wilhelm Wagner and Josephine Beier
were married in the pastor’s home in 1912.However, the first church wedding came on
June 7, 1913, when Charles McLain and Mamie Henson were united. May 16, 1913 was
Pentecost, and the confirmation of the first class. They were Henry Gapsch, Fred Meyer,
Carl Staas,
Otto Hertel, Marie Barkhau, Hilda Krueger, Marie Gapsch, Louise Klingemann, and Carol
Barkhau.Charlotte Alvina Tiemann holds the dubious honor of the first funeral May 4, 1913.
(Her first burial was in New St. Marcus.)
From the earliest organization, the church offered a Sunday School and a Ladies Guild
(Women’s Fellowship) which met the first Thursday of the month. The ladies donated the
money for the altar furnishings, carpet, and silver communion ware. A Young People’s
League soon followed and a choir, a drama society, a band, and a sewing circle. Picnics
were an early tradition as well as apple butter making. It seemed whatever Eden did there
was lots of music as was the German tradition. The drama groups often presented shows
at Gravois Farmer’s Club until attendance grew too big, and they moved to the larger
Concord Farmer’s Club. During World War I the women of the church petitioned President
Wilson by telegraph urging him not to declare war on Germany.
Over these many years, many pastors have served the congregation. The Rev. Kelly Johnson
currently fills that post. Many of the original families are still present. Recent years have
witnessed growth in the church which now blends the new with the original. Eden is one of
the many denominations now serving and represented in Affton. All add to the quality of
life for the area.
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Jesus said, “By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another” - John 13:35

The way we love demonstrates who we are.
June is Pride Month, a time to celebrates the lives of our LGBTQ siblings in Christ. Did you know
that in 1972 The UCC’s Golden Gate Association ordained the first openly gay person as a minister
in an historic Protestant denomination? The Rev. William R. Johnson.
For more UCC History, check out: https://www.ucc.org/ucc-firsts/

Save the Dates:
July 3rd is Sundae Sunday! Join us for a sweet treat in the church park after
worship.
July 10th is Kathy Ronquillio's last Sunday at Eden. Join us for a cake
reception after worhip. We will have a basket for cards and notes so folks
may share their graditude for Kathy's ministry with us.
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2022 EDEN UCC
Don Mignerone
President
Robert Swan
Vice President
Susan Solsten
Recording

LET'S CONNECT
office@edenucc.org—check on the web:

www.edenucc.org
Facebook at Eden United Church of Christ in Affton

Eden Greeting is a Publication of Eden United Church of Christ
Affton, Missouri— www.edenucc.org

The Eden Greeting is electronic!

Secretary
Beverly Mack
Treasurer

To be better stewards of God's creation and to reduce our office expenses, the primary
method of sharing the Greeting will be via e-mail. If you did not receive an electronic copy
and are able to, please email the office (office@edenucc.org) and copy Pastor Kelly (so she can
build her contact list; hellopastorkelly@gmail.com ) with your current email address.

Remaining
Members at

Karen

EDEN
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Wakeland

314-631-8930

Marilynne

Hybrid Worship at 10:30 am

Large
Gary Kratz

Wirsig

Rev. Kelly Johnson

