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May Greeting
Hybrid Worship Continues
Sunday Mornings at 10:30am
It is so good to be together! We are united in Christ whether
we are joining by zoom or whether we are following safety
protocols and gathering in the sanctuary.
Don’t forget to make your reservations for in-person
Sunday worship. Use the Sign Up Genius link or reach out
to the church office by phone or by email. Feel free to
mention multiple dates in your email or message - just
remember to please stay home if you are feeling sick.
Recorded worship will be posted on the church website and
facebook page on Mondays.

Zoom Meeting ID:
999 4200 6505
Password: 337549

May Liturgist Schedule

Save the Date: May 23
Pentecost Picnic in the Park
All church picnic in the park to be held after service
on Sunday, May 23. (Rain date of June 6th)

May 2nd- Jean Eckrich
May 9th- Randy Heckman

Bring your food for your family and enjoy a meal

May 16th- Kathy Heckman

with your churchfamily.

May 23rd- Lynsey Martin
May 31st- Mimi Anderson

Hope to see you there!
Evangelism Team

If you would like to be a liturgist,
please let Lynsey in the office know.

Eden UCC

Jean Eckrich, Ron Hughey, Tammy Kutrip,
Edna Maag and Marilynne Wirsig
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President's Report

I hope this report finds you all safe and healthy. If you have not received your vaccine shot or shots at
this time, please consider getting them for yourself and those around you. It will be good when things
get back to some type of normal and everyone can return to worship in person.
We have now been back to in person church services since Palm Sunday. Services have been going
well with everyone following the guidelines that we have established. This past Sunday (April 25) we
had 26 people in service with an additional 5 members of the staff and Zoom Crew. We continue to
wear our masks, only use the front entrance of the church, and keep our social distance as best we
can. I have heard no concerns or problems from those who have been attending in person services.
Many have mentioned to me how happy they are to be back in the building. For those of you who
have remained on Zoom, we look forward to the day when you can join us in the sanctuary again. I
know there has been a few issues with the sound on Zoom and the crew is working on that concern
weekly.
After a little over 3 months, things seem to be going very well for our new pastor, Rev. Kelly Johnson.
She has done an exceptional job with the staff and congregation. She continues to meet with the
Council monthly to discuss the business of the church and has been working to meet with many of
our committees on Zoom. She also is meeting monthly with our Pastoral Relations Committee. We
have had several visitors from other churches, in the area, come to hear her message in person and on
Zoom on Sunday morning. It is great to see some new faces and meet new people.
We are finishing up our repairs at our rental property at 6736 Aliceton. At this time, the final inspection
by the County is scheduled for May 7. After that, we hope to welcome our new renter.
It was brought to my attention at our April Council meeting that our giving to the church is somewhat
behind what it was last year at this time. I would encourage everyone to remember that we need
everyone’s support to help with the expenses of the church. Please consider catching up with your
donations to Eden if you have the opportunity.
I still miss seeing many of you in person,
Don Mignerone President, Eden UCC

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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Our Church's Financial Health
The first three months of 2021 have gone by quickly and it is time to review Eden’s financial
position and progress so far. I have included a summary financial statement for the General
Fund and Budget Comparison which shows total revenues of $22,242 through the three
months ended March 31, 2021. As a comparison we had received $35,532 through March 31
of last year. Member contributions this year are roughly $10,000 less than last year at this
time and we have been unable to transfer any rent profit to the General Fund from the
Building Fund from the Aliceton properties because of the ongoing renovations to the 6736
Aliceton property to prepare it for a new tenant. General Fund expenditures through March
of $39,394 are below budgeted expenditures for three months of $41,848 by $2,455.
Expenditures have exceeded revenues so far this year, resulting in expenditures in excess of
revenues of $17,152. Last year at this time, expenses exceeded revenues by $3,009. In the
past members have been generous with their contributions, but this year we seem be
falling behind in our giving. We all need to keep up with our contributions to meet our
expenses, and prayerfully consider if we can give more. At March 31, 2021 the balance in the
General Fund checking account was $11,974, combined with balances in the other funds
resulted in a total balance in the checking account of $44,477.
If you have any questions, please direct them to me.
Beverly Mack,
Treasurer

"Remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, how he himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.’”
Acts 20:35b

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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a note from Pastor Kelly
Beloveds,
On a chilly, rainy Saturday morning in April, I curled up on the couch
with my royal corgis to watch the funeral service for the Duke of
Edinburgh. It was reported that Prince Philip himself was involved in
the funeral arrangements, including selecting the music. Fittingly, the
former Commander in the Royal Navy chose to include Eternal Father
Strong to Save, a hymn written by William Whiting, a British writer
who knew what it was like to be in peril on the sea. As a young
man, he survived an ocean’s storm, a terrible one, that ultimately strengthened his faith in God’s
command over the waters. Later, while working as the Headmaster of Winchester College Choris- ters'
School, a student confided in Whiting that he was nervous about his upcoming voyage to the United
States. William Whiting testified to his student about his experience, then wrote the hymn Eternal
Father Strong to Save to send along with him. The hymn was later published and went on to become
the official hymn of the Royal Navy, and the United States Navy alike.
Hymns are the soundtracks of our faith. Sunday school songs with their narrative nature, helped many
of us learn our Bible stories. Old Hymns transport us back in time and may evoke memories of loved
ones who have long since gone home. Like scripture, the poignant lyrics of hymns can speak to us the
wisdom we most need to hear - Be it a reminder that “God’s eye is on the sparrow” or the “blessed
assurance Jesus is mine”.
What I love most about hymns is their ability to inspire. Which isn’t surprising when you consider the
multiple layers of inspiration contained within. Take for example, my most favorite hymn, All
Creatures of our God and King. William Draper was inspired to write the hymn by a poem penned by
St. Francis of Assisi. Yet, St. Francis wrote said poem taking inspiration from Psalm 148. And of course,
the psalmist who wrote that verse, was inspired by God! That’s a lot of inspiration, before even taking
into account the ways that hymn has inspired the faithful for more than 100 years now, including me.
Moses sang to God in the desert. Jesus and his disciples sang together in an upper room. Paul and Silas
sang in prison. Whether you are worshipping at home or in person, we hope you join us on May 30th
for a Hybrid Hymn sing in worship at 10:30 am. Gifted by the Holy Spirit and the divine talents of Kathy
Ronquillio and Jeffrey Johnson, we will share the stories behind some of our most treasured hymns
and of course, leave plenty of time to take your requests! I invite you to consider your favorite hymn.
And, I invite you to invite a friend.
Grace + Peace,
Pastor Kelly

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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May Birthdays!
Clay Frohling 5/5

Eden Frohling 5/5

Lynn Hall 5/5
Philip Mignerone 5/9

Amy Hertel 5/9
Felicity Kroll 5/10

Jessica Weber 5/11

Lyndsey Kroll 5/13

Mary Ann Svoboda 5/23

Kaitlyn Staas 5/23

Alexander Wurl 5/25

May Anniversaries!
Bob & Lois Hart 5/12 (49 years)
Lance & Joyce Klingemann 5/18 (58 years)
Marlene & Bill Waldschmidt 5/23 (23 years)
Bryan & Karen Wakeland 5/25 (18 years)

Thank you to all who sent emails and sent flowers and plants on Administrative
Professional’s Day! I truly have been blessed with this position and appreciate all the
kind words I get weekly.
Lynsey Martin
Thank you to all the Eden UCC members and friends for the numerous Get Well and
Sympathy cards we received for Carolyn Maag Curth. I and my
family appreciate your thoughtful messages and past remembrances of her.
"All is well with God's presence in my life."
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble- Psalms 46:1
Edna Maag and Family

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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May 2021

Look at the lilies and how they grow. They
don’t work or make their clothing, yet
Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as
beautifully as they are. And if God cares so
wonderfully for flowers that are here today
and thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will
certainly care for you. Luke 12:27-28a

Next Church Council Meeting: May 11th @ 7pm
Upcoming Greeting Deadline: May 24th
Eden UCC, Affton MO
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2021 EDEN UCC
Don Mignerone
President

LET'S CONNECT
office@edenucc.org—check on the web:
www.edenucc.org

Robert Swan
Vice President
Susan Solsten
Recording
Secretary
Beverly Mack
Treasurer

Facebook at Eden United Church of Christ in Affton

Eden Greeting is a Publication of Eden United Church of Christ
Affton, Missouri— www.edenucc.org
Next Greeting will be available on May 28, 2021.
The Eden Greeting is electronic!
To be better stewards of God's creation and to reduce our office expenses, the primary
method of sharing the Greeting will be via e-mail. If you did not receive an electronic copy
and are able to, please email the office (office@edenucc.org) and copy Pastor Kelly (so she
can build her contact list; hellopastorkelly@gmail.com ) with your current email address.

Remaining
Members at
Large
Gary Kratz
Karen
Wakeland
Marilynne
Wirsig

EDEN UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
314-631-8930
Worship at 10:30 am

