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June Greeting
Hybrid Worship Continues
Sunday Mornings at 10:30am
It is so good to be together! We are united in Christ whether
we are joining by zoom or whether we are following safety
protocols and gathering in the sanctuary.
Don’t forget to make your reservations for in-person
Sunday worship. Use the Sign Up Genius link or reach out
to the church office by phone or by email. Feel free to
mention multiple dates in your email or message - just
remember to please stay home if you are feeling sick.
Recorded worship will be posted on the church website and
facebook page on Mondays.

Zoom Meeting ID:
999 4200 6505
Password: 337549

June Liturgist Schedule
June 6- Eileen Mignerone
June 13- Don Mignerone
June 20- Lynsey Martin
June 27- Bev Mack

Save the Date: July 11
Sundae Sunday
Taste and see that the Lord is Good. Psalm 34:8
Join us in the church park after worship on July 11th
for a sweet treat and even sweeter fellowship. All ice
cream treats will be individual and prepacked for
safety in this time. All are welcome!
Worship & Music Team

If you would like to be a liturgist,
please let Lynsey in the office know.

Eden UCC

Tom Staas, Dianne Field, Kathy Ronquillo,
John Wyatt and Don Mignerone
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President's Report
Well, it looks like the warm weather is finally here. For those of you who attended the Pentecost Picnic,
after church this last weekend in the church park, what a great time it was in fellowship with each other.
As I made my rounds after lunch, it was good to see and talk with many of you who have not been
around in person for over 14 months. We have missed you and are still looking forward to that Sunday
when everyone feels comfortable returning to church. Hopefully as things get better, that may be
sometime soon. I really miss seeing all of us together.
We have met with two companies that have given some excellent advice on how we can improve our
sound (audio) system and what may work better with Zoom. The Zoom Crew, as I like to call them, has
been working weekly on the concerns and it is not without effort on their part. I was told Sunday, after
church, that for some reason, we started to hear things twice at the same time. We are hoping that what
we have changed will work better for the following Sunday. Let us keep our fingers crossed. (And a little
prayer might not hurt either.)
Pastor Kelly spoke with me after the picnic Sunday, and she was thrilled with the opportunity to meet
many of our congregation in person - members that she might have talked with on the phone or saw on
Zoom. She has done an excellent job as our Called Pastor and continues to meet monthly with the
Pastoral Committee. If anyone has a concern or comment to pass on with the committee, please contact
Karin Pennington or Jerry Amm.
We have completed all of the repairs required at our rental property at 6736 Aliceton. At this writing we
are waiting for the County Inspector to get back with us and approve the property. Hopefully, that will be
completed by the end of May.
As I mentioned in last month’s report, and also again at church on Sunday, our giving is down over
$10,000. from where we were at this time last year. If you have fallen behind, please consider catching up
and if you can help a little more, please do so. It is important that we are able to meet our expenses.
In conclusion, I hope everyone is healthy and well. I also hope that everyone will get a chance to get out
and enjoy the beautiful weather,
Don Mignerone
President, Eden UCC

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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a note from Pastor Kelly
AND IF NOT, HE IS STILL GOOD.
DANIEL 3:18

Beloveds,
Daniel 3:18 takes my breath away. Every time. It comes from the story of
Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego. True to God, these three Hebrew
young people would not bow down and worship the golden statue of
King Nebuchadnezzar even though that was the law of the land in
Babylon. Such civil disobedience landed them in a heap of trouble and

as punishment, the King ordered them to be thrown into the furnace. That's when Shadrack, facing
his own death, speaks up confidently. He tells the King that the God of Israel will surely save them
from the fiery flames and then continues, "and if not, He is still good".
Wow. The faith that Shadrack exhibits is that no-matter-what faith. That deep rooted faith that isn't
easily shaken by a bad day, a bad week, or even a string of bad years. It's that "God is great all the
time, all the time God is great" - kind of faith.
These days, Shadrack's words have become like a mantra to me as I struggle with the limitations of
this pandemic. Still faced with so many unknowns it can be easy to worry. What if people have fallen
out of the habit of coming to church? What if we have another spike in cases and are back to
worshipping only online? How long until we can shake hands at the church door? Remind me
again, what's a doughnut?
Of course, Shadrack's stakes were higher than mine. Still, his confidence rubs off on me. For no
matter what is happening at church or in the world, God is still good.
This summer Jeffrey and I are taking our belated honeymoon. As we plan our itinerary, there are still
many things up in the air. We don't know if the places we want to stop will be open or not, we don't
know what traveling itself will look like. Luckily, we are most looking forward to the company. And
thankfully, Shadrack reminds us that even if we get to Wollyworld and they've closed Florida, God is
still so very, very good indeed.
If you are struggling with acceptance, over the pandemic or something personal happening in your
life, I hope Shadrack's confidence rubs off on you too. While I certainly hope things turn out well for
you, I also trust that even if they (seemingly?) don't, that God is still good to you, God is still good for
you, and God is still with you to the ends of the earth.
Grace + Peace,
Pastor Kelly

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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CAG Notes

Conference Annual
Gathering

On Saturday, April 24th, Randy and I represented Eden UCC via Zoom at the Conference
Annual Gathering for the business meeting. Although an agenda had been provided, the
meeting order was changed in an effort to provide time to achieve a quorum for the
voting. Unfortunately, that quorum was achieved only at the beginning of the meeting
and not in time to make the vote binding for items such as the bylaws revisions, the youth
ministry coordinator position and the discernment process for camping ministry. The
voting will be presented to the conference staff and council as recommendations.
Materials presented at the meeting can be found at
https://www.missourimidsouth.org/copy-of-conference-annual-gathering
The core ministries presented at the meeting included the following:
Creating Community - The ministries we create to engage with one another and the
wider church.
Pursuing Justice & Equity – The ministries we do to faithfully impact change in the
world around us.
Visioning the Future – The ministries we do to provide governance oversight and make
our world look as God created.
Empowering Congregations – The ministries we do that help local churches thrive.
The interim conference minister, Reverend Mary Nelson was introduced. She will be
working from home at the beginning but does plan to have some living arrangements in
the conference as well as travel as the pandemic restrictions are resolved.
Thank you.
Rev. Randy and Kathy Heckman

To Pastor Randy and Kathy
for their service.

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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The Parable of the French Fry
Abraham apportioned one-tenth of everything.
Hebrews 7:2a (NRSV)

A few years ago, I took my then-nine-year-old son to McDonald’s
for a snack of French fries. As we sat down, I did what all fathers do
after buying fries for their kid: I reached over to take one. For that,
my hand was slapped. “Dad!” my son griped. “Those are mine!”

“Oh really?” I said. “Who drove you here? Who paid for the car and the gas? Who placed the
order and forked over the cash? I bought those fries so technically they belong to me.” At
that point he begrudgingly handed over a few measly little fries he didn’t want anyway.

Guilt tripped or not, I suspect that most of us fall into the trap of giving leftovers to God. After
we pay for everything else: mortgage, utilities, food, transportation, insurance, cable, internet,
cellphone, gym, kids activities, pets, vacation, college fund, investments, debt, taxes, frivolities,
then (maybe) we’ll give to God from whatever is left.

Faithful stewardship, as I understand it, encourages the reverse. It’s about giving to the church
and other places we care about, first, and structuring the rest of life around that. I’m still
working on that.

When the biblical baseline of 10% feels like too much for me, it helps to recall that Jesus asked
his disciples to give away everything. In any case, God deserves more than my leftovers.

Prayer
Great Giver, every dollar and possession I believe I have, actually belongs to You. Grant me the
joy of returning what is Yours.
Written by Matt Laney and shared as a UCC Daily Devotional on May 16, 2021
If you would like to receive the daily devotional via email, please subscribe by visiting:
https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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June Birthdays!
Trenton Wakeland 6/1

Sarah Wurl 6/2

Jerry Amm 6/8

Karen Wakeland 6/13

Tom Staas 6/18

Linda Meyers 6/20

Florence Ahrens 6/22
Sean Kutrip 6/24

Eileen Mignerone 6/23
Henry Pennington 6/28

J.P. Mignerone 6/29

June Anniversaries!
Jerry & Sue Pihl 5/6 (29 years)
Fred & Beverly Mack 6/12 (45 years)
Jerry & Marcia Amm 6/16 (48 years)
Andy & Krista Frohling 6/16 (10 years)
Bill & Chris Linnenbringer 6/20 (51 years)
Jim & Kelly Mignerone 6/23 (14 years)

Thank you to Jean Eckridge and Kathy
Heckman for sharing their testimonies on
Mother's Day. Your reflections were very
touching. God bless you and your Mothers!

Father's Day Testimonies Needed.
If you would like to share your testimony about your father or
about your experiences as a father, please let Pastor Kelly know.
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June 2021

Looking Ahead to July
7/4 Welcome Rev Carleton Norton
7/11 Sundae Sunday
7/25 Christmas in July

"Stay-cation" Bible School:
Multigenerational learning opportunities
throughout the month.
Details coming soon!

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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2021 EDEN UCC
Don Mignerone
President
Robert Swan
Vice President
Susan Solsten
Recording
Secretary
Beverly Mack
Treasurer

LET'S CONNECT
office@edenucc.org—check on the web:

www.edenucc.org
Facebook at Eden United Church of Christ in Affton

Eden Greeting is a Publication of Eden United Church of Christ
Affton, Missouri— www.edenucc.org
Next Greeting will be available on May 28, 2021.
The Eden Greeting is electronic!
To be better stewards of God's creation and to reduce our office expenses, the primary
method of sharing the Greeting will be via e-mail. If you did not receive an electronic copy
and are able to, please email the office (office@edenucc.org) and copy Pastor Kelly (so she
can build her contact list; hellopastorkelly@gmail.com ) with your current email address.

Remaining
Members at
Large
Gary Kratz
Karen
Wakeland
Marilynne
Wirsig

EDEN UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST
314-631-8930
Worship at 10:30 am

