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July Greeting
Join us for Worship!
In Person or online,
Sunday Mornings
at 10:30am
It is so good to be together! We are united in
Christ whether we are joining by zoom or
whether we are following safety protocols
and gathering in the sanctuary.
Reservations are no longer required. Masks
are encouraged to be worn when walking
around the building and when singing.

See you at
Sundae Sunday - July 11
Taste and see that the Lord is Good. Psalm 34:8
Join us in the church park for an ice cream social
featuring individual Ted Drewes treats. All are
welcome!
Worship & Music Team
Tom Staas, Diane Field, Kathy Ronquillio,
John Wyatt and Don Mignerone

Please stay home if you are feeling sick.
Recorded worship will be posted on the
church website and facebook page on
Mondays.

Zoom Meeting ID:
999 4200 6505
Password: 337549

July Liturgist Schedule
July 4- Lynsey Martin

Christmas in July
Sunday, July 25 10:30AM
The joy of Christmas can not be contained
to any one day or season!
Join us for
worship online or in-person.

July 11- Eileen Mignerone
July 18- Mimi Anderson
July 25- Don Mignerone
If you would like to be a liturgist,
please let Lynsey in the office know.

Eden UCC

O come let us
adore him,
Christ the Lord.
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President's Report
Welcome to July! We are now halfway through 2021 and what a year it has been so far. Many changes have
taken place since the New Year. We have now entered the next phase of getting back to in person services.
Starting at the June 20th service, we made several changes to the guidelines that we put into place for the
March 28th service and services to follow. Those changes were emailed out last week but I thought it would
be good to list them again for everyone to read.
1.) We will no longer require members and guest to make reservations to attend in person church.
2.) The blue tape will be removed from the pulpit side of the church for open seating. The choir side tape will stay up
for now for those wanting more social distance.
3.) The back doors from the parking lot will be unlocked and members and guest may enter from the parking lot.
4.) The Upper Room will be open to pass through to the sanctuary and use the bathrooms as needed. We will not be
setting up tables and chairs. No donuts and coffee at this time.
5.) Communion will stay the same for now with everyone bringing their own elements.
6.) There will be no ushers for now and offerings can be dropped off at either entrance/exit.
7.) Mask will not be required while sitting in church but need to be worn when singing. (This is a suggestion from CDC
guidelines.) We are also encouraging everyone to wear their mask when moving around in church coming and going.
8.) The balcony will remain closed at this time.
After the first week, these changes seem to be working fine and we encourage everyone to think about returning to
church in person. We are staying up to date with the CDC Guidelines for churches.
Sundae Sunday will be a little different this year. It will be right after church service on Sunday, July 11, in the park
behind church. We will be offering Ted Drewes Ice Cream (4 flavors). No toppings to mess with this year, just you and
your ice cream. How sweet! For those who are still on Zoom, please take off right before service is over and we will see
you there.
The Council decided at our last meeting to contract with Tech Electronics to upgrade our audio (sound) system. Much
of our system is outdated and we are looking to improve on what we have while at the same time watching our cost.
One of our members made a genuinely nice contribution to upgrade the system and we are incredibly grateful for
their donation.
All three of our rental properties are now rented. We continue to work with Deca Realty Company to manage our
properties and collect rent for us.
Our giving to the church has picked up some, but we are still running behind for the year. If you have fallen behind,
please consider catching up and if you are able to give a little more, please do so.
Stay healthy and well and I hope to see you all at Sundae Sunday,
Don Mignerone
President, Eden UCC

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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a note from Pastor Kelly
A MERRY HEART DOES
GOOD LIKE MEDICINE.
PROVERBS 17:22

Beloveds,
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in July. Afterall, if the shopping malls do it and the Hallmark
Channel does it, why shouldn’t the church do it? Indeed, Christmas is our story to tell.
In all seriousness, though, this isn’t a marketing gimmick. Our Christmas in July worship service is a
sincere desire to invoke the spirit of Christmas in our hearts, knowing full well that the joy of Christ’s
birth certainly knows no bounds. For that story where God becomes flesh and dwells among us is
actually a story that we need to tell each and everyday, up to and including these sweltering, St.
Louis, summer days.
Sometimes, in the hustle and bustle of December, we find ourselves so busy that the holidays can
become a blur. Jeffrey and I are in the middle of our parenting years, so in our house December
means Christmas break, holiday recitals, winter programs at school, and oh so many invitations. It’s a
joyous time to be sure, but sometimes I’m afraid, the miracle of Christ’s birth can get buried beneath
the piles of wrapping paper, to-do lists, and dirty (albeit fancy) dishes.
So why not turn our attention to that Holy Night in Bethlehem on one of these long, dog days of
summer? Join us for Christmas in July worship on Sunday, July 25th. We'll share the story of Christ's
nativity, sing some beloved carols, and even share gifts as we collect diapers and baby products for
Nurses for Newborns. O Come, All Ye Faithful to Bethlehem.
Grace + Peace,
Pastor Kelly

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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Witchy-Hat Wearing People
I appeal to you therefore, siblings, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.
Romans 12:1-2 excerpt (NRSV)

The first words out of my daughter’s mouth that morning were, “I get to wear my witchy hat to
school, Daddy!”
It was Spirit Week, and today was Hat Day. She had chosen one that was bright blue, covered
in gold stars, and almost half as tall as she was. It was adorable. It made her beam with
unadulterated joy.
And I knew I had to find some way to talk her out of it.
Because I knew that, when she arrived at school that day proudly cosplaying Disney’s Fantasia,
she would find every other student wearing a baseball cap. It was going to be brutal.
As a Christian, I know I’m called to stand out. To be salt and light. But it’s no coincidence that
just before Jesus sings, “Hide it under a bushel? No!” they say, “Blessed are you when people
revile and persecute you.” And Paul’s instruction to not be conformed comes right on the heels
of “present yourself as a living sacrifice.”
There’s always a cost to being weird. I didn’t want my daughter to have to pay it.
But then I thought of all the times I was too afraid to wear my witchy hat, to be salty, to let my
little light shine. All the times I put on a baseball cap and pretended to be normal.
What was the cost of that? And if we have to pay either way, why not pay to become the
people God made us to be?

Prayer
Strange One, give me the courage to wear my witchy hat.
Written by Vince Amlin and shared as a UCC Daily Devotional on June 17, 2021
If you would like to receive the daily devotional via email, please subscribe by visiting:
https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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Financial Update from the Treasurer
Thanks to increased contributions from members, the General Fund had receipts in excess of
expenses for the month of May in the amount of $771. We still have a year to date deficit of
$20,533. Contributions for the first two weeks of June were above average and very
encouraging. Thank you to all of you for your generous response to our church’s financial
needs and please keep up the good work.
Bev Mack

July Birthdays!
Sarah Shaul 7/1
Django Archer 7/3

Laura Bonebrake 7/2
Mimi Anderson 7/4

Jeffrey Johnson 7/11
Joan Whelan 7/12
Alice Staas 7/15
Kathy Heckman 7/17
Adam Buritsch 7/21
Lila Frohling 7/24
Andy Frohling 7/25

Steve Martin 7/12
Kelly Mignerone 7/14
Jeff Mignerone 7/16
Bruce Moeller 7/17
Lincoln Wakeland 7/21
Colin Bonebrake 7/25
Steve Buritsch 7/27

Marilynne Wirsig 7/27

July Anniversaries!
Ron and Row Hughey 7/21 (49 years)

Thank you to Gary Kratz and Jeffrey Johnson
for sharing their testimonies on Father's Day.
Your reflections were very moving and honest.
God bless you and your Fathers!
Thank you to Rev. Carol Keller for leading
worship on June 27th. We are so grateful for
your wise, warm and wonderful ways.
Eden UCC, Affton MO
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July 2021

Save the Dates!
BUT THE FRUIT OF THE
SPIRIT IS LOVE, JOY,
PEACE, PATIENCE,
KINDNESS, GOODNESS,
FAITHFULNESS,
GENTLENESS, AND
SELF-CONTROL.
GALATIANS 5:22-23

Eden UCC, Affton MO

7/19 August Greeting Deadline
8/1 Church Friends and Families
meet-up at the St. Louis Zoo.
2pm
9/12 Rally Day!
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2021 EDEN UCC
Don Mignerone
President
Robert Swan
Vice President
Susan Solsten
Recording
Secretary
Beverly Mack
Treasurer

LET'S CONNECT
office@edenucc.org—check on the web:

www.edenucc.org
Facebook at Eden United Church of Christ in Affton

Eden Greeting is a Publication of Eden United Church of Christ
Affton, Missouri— www.edenucc.org
Next Greeting will be available on May 28, 2021.
The Eden Greeting is electronic!
To be better stewards of God's creation and to reduce our office expenses, the primary
method of sharing the Greeting will be via e-mail. If you did not receive an electronic copy
and are able to, please email the office (office@edenucc.org) and copy Pastor Kelly (so she
can build her contact list; hellopastorkelly@gmail.com ) with your current email address.

Remaining
Members at

Karen

EDEN
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Wakeland

314-631-8930

Marilynne

Worship at 10:30 am

Large
Gary Kratz

Wirsig

Rev. Kelly Johnson

