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The Newsletter of Eden United Church of Christ

August Greeting
Loving our neighbors, we are wearing masks when
we gather for worship or in groups. Loving our
neighbors, we are staying home and zooming into
church when we are feel sick, have been exposed
to covid-19, or when we feel more comfortable
staying home. This is our covenant with one
another, to take good care of each other as sisters
and brother in Christ.
If you need transportation or help locating a covid19 vaccine, please contact the church office for
assistance. You are important to us!
If you are lonely or in need of pastoral care during

Join us for Worship!

this time, Pastor Kelly welcomes your call, text,
email, or visit. At times we may not know how we

In Person or online,

will ever get through this, but at least we can know

Sunday Mornings

God who will never desert us and a faith

at 10:30am
Zoom Meeting ID:
999 4200 6505
Password: 337549

we don't have to get through it alone. We have a
community to do life with. We are family in Christ.

August Liturgist Schedule
August 1- Lynsey Martin
August 8- Rev. Randy Heckman

No Reservations Required
for in person services.

August 15- Kathy Heckman
August 22-Bev Mack
If you would like to be a liturgist,

Worship Videos posted to

please let Lynsey in the office know.

Facebook on Wednesdays.
Eden UCC
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President's Report
As I sit down to write the August President’s Report, we just concluded our Christmas in July church service.This
was a really great idea that came from our pastor, Rev. Kelly Johnson. Everyone seemed to enjoy the service and
many of our congregation dressed for the holiday. It was very festive, and I wish everyone would have had the
opportunity to be in person in the church. Maybe next year, if Pastor Kelly wants to try this again. We’ll have to
wait and see.
Speaking of festive, how did everyone like the Sundae Sunday? Deciding to use Ted Drewes this year seemed to
be a big success. I thought it was my idea, but my wife told me that she had given me the suggestion. I tried to
take credit. We had 80 ice creams of 4 different flavors (including some sugar free) and only had 7 left at the end.
It was already mentioned to me, that this was so much fun, and everyone got the flavor that they wanted, that
we should maybe do the same thing next year instead of going back to the way we did it previously. We’ll have
to wait on that one also. This was made possible by the Worship and Music Team.
Right now, we are in the middle of our Staycation. This was an idea that came out of Zoom meetings with
Christian Education and Pastor Kelly. It has been very successful and there are so many ways that people, of all
ages, can participate in one thing or many things. I applaud the work of this committee and hope everyone has
found a way to participate in one or more of the adventures.
We are still waiting for the new audio equipment to be installed and that should happen shortly.We have also
contracted with a painter to paint the ceiling of the front porch, repair and varnish the front doors, and paint the
entrance way into the sanctuary from the front. All three of our rental units are rented and everyone is current
with their monthly rent.
By now, everyone should know that we are back to wearing masks all the time while at church. The Council, at
our last meeting on July 13, made this decision even before St. Louis County made it mandatory for everyone to
wear a mask in public, even if they have been vaccinated. I must admit that I am tired of the whole thing, but if it
protects someone from possibly getting sick, I’m all for it. Hopefully things will take a turn for the better, at some
point, and we can again meet in the sanctuary without the mask. We can only hope and pray. If for some reason
you have not been vaccinated, please consider getting your shots and help protect everyone around you. That is
my wish and prayer.
I hope and pray that everyone stays healthy and well.
Peace be with you,
Don Mignerone
President, Eden UCC
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Treasurer's Report

3 WAYS TO
GIVE TO
EDEN UCC
In Worship:Offering
Plates located at both
Sanctuary entrances
Via Mail to the Church
Office: 8920 Eden
Ave, St. Louis, MO
63123

Donate Online at
www.edenucc.org
Scroll down to the "Give
Online" button

June 30, 2021 represents the midway point in our financial year and it is time to review Eden’s financial position and
progress so far. I have included a summary financial statement for the General Fund and Budget Comparison which
shows total revenues of $54,365 through the six months ended June 30, 2021. As a comparison we had received
$70,345 through June 30 of last year. Included in other income are Building Use fees of $1,050. We have not
distributed any profit to the General Fund from the rental of the Aliceton properties as we need to recover the
expenses incurred in renovating the 6736 Aliceton property. In July we were able to transfer to $5,741 of accumulated
profit to the General Fund from the Parsonage rental when DECA released the funds they had been holding. General
Fund expenditures through June of $75,255 are below budgeted expenditures for six months of $83,697 by $8,442.
Expenses have exceeded revenues so far this year, resulting in expenses in excess of revenues of $20,890. Last year
at this time, revenues exceeded expenses by $1,426. Member Contributions have almost kept pace with 2020 and
July looks to be a good month so far. You are all to be commended for your dedication to Eden UCC during these
transitional times. At June 30, 2021 the balance in the General Fund checking account was $8,071, combined with
balances in the other funds result in a total balance in the checking account of $47,813.

If you have any questions, please direct them to me.
Beverly Mack, Treasurer
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a note from Pastor Kelly
Beloveds,
In church-speak we are in "ordinary time". That's what we call the liturgical season
that spans between Pentecost and Advent. We don't have any feasts or festivals
during this time, and there aren't any special occasions (well, except for Christmas
in July!) Even during normal, non-pandemic times, many ministries of the church
take a break - the Sunday School recesses for summer and the choir takes some
time off. People travel, and even pastors take vacation.
Just don't let the name fool you, for even ordinary times are extraordinary for the
the people of God. Our faith is built on the stories of ordinary people doing
extraordinary things, people like Noah or Mary, by saying yes to God. We follow
Jesus, who used ordinary things like coins and mustard seeds to teach his
extraordinary gospel. We celebrate the sacraments of baptism and holy
communion by using everyday items like water and bread. That's because when
we believe in a God who cares for the birds of the air, there is nothing in all of
creation that isn't divine.
Albert Einstein once said, “There are two kinds of people - those who believe
everything is a miracle, and those who believe nothing is a miracle.” When you
believe everything is a miracle, and that even the ordinary is extraordinary, then
you don't need a special occasion to celebrate God's goodness.
So in between the laundry baskets and grocery lists, the errands and the tv shows,
may we take take to stop and remember, that this is the day that the Lord has
made and then let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Grace + Peace,
Pastor Kelly

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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STAYCATION BIBLE SCHOOL
CONTINUES
Church Families and Friends Zoo
Day - August 1st at 2pm
Bible based Scavenger Hunt at the St. Louis Zoo? Yes,
please! Come along to play, or just enjoy the wonders
of creation. Meet up (in the AC!) at the North
Entrance in the Lower Level of the Living World. Call
or text Pastor Kelly if you get lost: (314) 793-7434.
Rain Date: TBD

Ukulele Meet Ups
Continue!
It has been a joy playing and
singing together this summer.
Let's keep it going!
Wednesdays at 6pm in the
church park (or Upper Room in
case of rain).
All ages, all levels welcome!

Children's Origami Afternoon August 8th at 2pm
Did you learn something new during the pandemic?
Trenton Wakeland learned origami! Join Trenton and
his family in our Upper Room for an afternoon of
folding and fun. RSVP to the church office to help us
plan for supplies.

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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Take Me To The River
Jesus called over a child and said, “I’m telling you, once and for all, that unless you return to square one
and start over like children, you’re not even going to get a look at the kingdom, let alone get in.”
– Matthew 18:2-3 (MSG)

I love sweep rowing. I rise to the challenge of moving in sync with my crew, and I rejoice in the beauty of
sunrise on a river that feeds bald eagles and great blue herons. Rowing gives me joy, community, fitness,
and a sense of accomplishment.

But before the advent of coronavirus vaccines, eight rowers to a boat was not Covid-safe. To row through
the pandemic, we had to go back to square one and start over like children. We became a club of solitary
rowers in long, skinny boats.

On my first day of sculling, I flipped the boat even before leaving the dock. On the second day I ran
aground on a sandbar. On the fourth day I flipped the boat in the middle of the river. On the fifth day I
considered giving up.

Writer-activist Valarie Kaur says, “Discomfort is the beginning of transformation.” Jesus says starting over
is the beginning of the childlike humility that opens our hearts to God.

On my sixth day of sculling humiliation, I began to feel more at ease in the boat. Eventually, I grew to love
sculling.

Whenever the painful realities of racism and other injustices discomfort, discourage, and tempt me to
quit the struggle, I remember my early sculling days. Whether we’re learning something new or trying to
transform something old and ongoing, the only way out is through.

Prayer: Take me to the river, rock me to square one, until I am fit to dwell in your heart.

Written by Vicki Kemper and shared as a UCC Daily Devotional on July 25, 2021
If you would like to receive the daily devotional via email, please subscribe by visiting:
https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/
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August Birthdays!
Oliver Pennington 8/1
Jim Hertel 8/5

Trudy Prewitt 8/3
Marcia Amm 8/6

Evelyn Swan 8/9

Sharon Gebhardt 8/11

Bob Gerhardt 8/11

Karin Pennington 8/17

Ron Hughey 8/21
Dawn Gerhardt 8/26
Joe Rodgers 8/26

Richard Wurl 8/22
Bob Hart 8/26
Kevin Swan 8/31

August Anniversaries!
Michael and Laura Bone Brake 8/2 (13 years)
Steve and Kathleen Buritsch 8/6 (17 Years)
Patrick and Mary Swan 8/7 (11 years)
Randy and Kathy Heckman 8/9 (41 years)
Gary and Mimi Anderson 8/11 (48 years)
Don and Eileen Mignerone 8/11 (48 years)
Richard and Sarah Wurl 8/11 (31 years)
Mike and Elaine Pipkin 8/17 (47 years)
Bill and Kristal Sansagraw 8/24 (19 years)
Bob and Dawn Gerhardt 8/28 (41 years)

Another August Anniversary soon-to-be! Best wishes to Lynsey Martin and Nathan
Weber for their upcoming wedding on August 7, 2021.

Thank you to Rev. Carelton Norton for leading worship on
July 4, 2021. We were blessed by your message!

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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August 2021

I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart;
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
Psalm 9:1

Gratitude Prompts for writing/thinking/praying:
1. What’s one of your personality traits that you’re grateful for?
2. What mistake or failure are you grateful for?
3. What’s something or someone that makes you feel safe?
4. What’s something that you grateful to have today that you didn’t have a year ago?
5. What’s something that you’re looking forward to?
6. How are you able to help others?
7. Which scripture helps you feel closer to God?
8. What about Eden UCC brings you joy?
9. What skill(s) do you have that you’re grateful for?
10. What’s a possession that makes your life easier?
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8 | Page

CHURCH IS NOT AN
EVENT WE TURN UP AT
BUT A FAMILY WE
BELONG TO
Eden UCC, Affton MO
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2021 EDEN UCC
Don Mignerone
President
Robert Swan
Vice President
Susan Solsten
Recording
Secretary
Beverly Mack
Treasurer

LET'S CONNECT
office@edenucc.org—check on the web:

www.edenucc.org
Facebook at Eden United Church of Christ in Affton

Eden Greeting is a Publication of Eden United Church of Christ
Affton, Missouri— www.edenucc.org
Next Greeting will be available on May 28, 2021.
The Eden Greeting is electronic!
To be better stewards of God's creation and to reduce our office expenses, the primary
method of sharing the Greeting will be via e-mail. If you did not receive an electronic copy
and are able to, please email the office (office@edenucc.org) and copy Pastor Kelly (so she
can build her contact list; hellopastorkelly@gmail.com ) with your current email address.

Remaining
Members at

Karen

EDEN
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Wakeland

314-631-8930

Marilynne

Worship at 10:30 am

Large
Gary Kratz

Wirsig

Rev. Kelly Johnson

