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The Newsletter of Eden United Church of Christ

September Greeting
Rally Day at Eden UCC
is September 11th
Rally Day is like homecoming for the church
- a time to reconnect and celebrate our
congregational life together. Whether it's
been a while since you've been in church or
you come to worship every week - you are
invited to enjoy a time of fellowship.
BYO Sack lunch, eat outside or indoors,
whichever you prefer
Church activities fair in the Upper Room,
come and learn more about our ministry
teams
Fill the Van for the Affton Christian Food
Pantry, see pg. 7 for more info.
Activities for children: bounce house,
face painting, craft table
Turtle Races!!
In addition to these activities which will
begin after worship, Fall Bible Study with
Rev. Randy will kick-off at 9:00am. Sunday
School resumes during worship.

Sunday Mornings at Eden UCC
May you find among us the love of God, the example of Jesus, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
We are currently practicing hybrid worship. You are welcome to join us in our sanctuary or via Zoom on
Sunday mornings at 10:30am. After worship, coffee is available in the Upper Room, beginning 9/18.

I will walk by faith even when I cannot see. 2 Corinthians 5:7
For in-person worship - Face masks welcome but not required.

For online worship - Zoom ID: 999 4200 6505 Password: 337549

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.
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Council President's Report
As Summer comes to an end, we look forward to cooler days and nights and the return to Fall
activities. Rally Day will be on September 11, and we will begin Sunday School for all our
children and adults. Thanks to our Christian Education Committee, several families met on
August 27 for a get together to get things started. It was well attended, and we are looking
forward to seeing more families back in church with their children. Jeffrey Johnson continues
to do children’s time during worship and will help organize Sunday School with the help of
other volunteers. Let’s get off to a great start in September.
The Council has been working on several projects that need to be done around church. Some
have recently been completed. We had the garage repaired and painted at our rental house,
that runs along the parking lot. It was looking pretty bad and needed some attention. We also
contracted to have new carpeting installed in the new office (old library) and as I write this, it is
supposed to be finished this week. We will then be moving Lynsey into the new office and
working out where everything needs to go to make her space more workable. Thanks to Tim
and Margie Kohl for painting the storage closet before we start moving supplies into that space.
Hopefully everything will be moved and organized by the middle of September.
The Council discussed needing help cleaning up the outside property around church. The
weeds have been growing everywhere and we could use some help. The weeds have been
removed around most of the fencing at the parsonage, but more needs to be done. There was
talk of contracting with a lawn service to possibly help in some areas. Thanks to Jerry Amm and
Gary Anderson for continuing to cut the church grass and the park. They perform a great
service to the church and save us much money. If anyone is interested in helping clean things
up, please check with me, a Council member, or Jerry.
The Executive Committee of the Council has hired a new Music Director starting on September
11. Her name is Leah Milton, and she has 20 years’ experience working with church choirs. I
believe Pastor Kelly is discussing more about Leah in her report. We thank Maria
Honigschnabel for being our interim pianist these last 8 weeks. She is an amazing pianist and
has filled in very nicely after Kathy left. We may see her again as needed. Thank you Maria.
Please let me know if there is anything I or the Council can do to make things better at Eden.
Until next month,
Don Mignerone
President, Eden UCC

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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Beloveds,

A Note from Pastor Kelly

Today I had the opportunity to sit down with Leah Milton, our new Music Director. We talked about
music, scripture, and faith journeys all while under the disco lights at the cosmic bowling party for the
Sunday School. With Leah's permission, I took notes to share part of our conversation with you.
Kelly: Leah, you come to us as a Music Director with over 20 years experience serving St. Barnabas
Episcopal Church. Did you grow up in the Episcopal church?
Leah: My Mom did baptize me in an Episcopal church in Collinsville, IL but after we moved to
Smithton, IL we joined St. Paul's UCC in Belleville. I was Confirmed at St. Paul's and active in the youth
choir, the women's choir, the hand bell choir, all of it. Later we transferred to Freeberg UCC since it was
closer to our house. It was where the people from my high school went for their Youth Program. Then I
sort of fell out of church like a lot of people do at that age... But then when I was in college I got a part
time job playing for St. Barnabas and 20 years later, here we are.
Kelly: It's so wild you went to St. Paul's UCC! We discovered that at your job interview. I went to St.
Paul's too. (It turns out we were confirmed there just 2 years apart. What a small world.) I bet we were
in the same Christmas Pageants!
Kelly: Did you study music in college?
Leah: Yes, I went to SIUE. I studied piano accompaniment and voice. My junior year I sang in a festival
in Austria and my senior year our choir went on a European tour.
Kelly: What amazing experiences. Do you have a favorite hymn?
Leah: How Great Thou Art. And, In the Garden. I love those old, American, Gospel style hymns.
Kelly: What about Bible verses or characters? Is there a story that's been speaking to you lately?
Leah: I remember a sermon from the Sunday following Easter when we talk about Doubting Thomas. I
think he gets treated unfairly. I don't think it's bad to question or examine things. I remember my
youth leader taught us that doubt was the key to faith. So I think Thomas is alright.
Kelly: Totally! Thomas gets thrown under the bus... Last question: What visions and dreams do you
bring for the music program at Eden?
Leah: I'm really excited to see everything come back. Choirs. Pageants. Everything!
Kelly: Yes, coming back! Like Easter.
While I was getting to know Leah, Eden Sunday Schooler, Evelyn, was busy getting to know Arwen,
Leah's 6 year-old daughter. Let us follow their lead and be quick to make a new friends together. Leah's
first Sunday at Eden is September 11th.
Grace + Peace,
Pastor Kelly

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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The Wonder of It All
"When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the
moon and the stars that you have established; what are
human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that
you care for them? Psalm 8:3-4 (NRSV)

"Coincidences,” affirms writer Frederick Buechner, “are God’s way of getting our attention.”
If that’s true, then we’d best pay attention to a pretty amazing coincidence this summer.
In the midst of all the heart-breaking images this summer has brought—from the war in
Ukraine and the school shooting in Uvalde, the refugee camps of Somalia and the
detention centers at the U.S./Mexico border, the heatwave deaths in Europe and the fires
of New Mexico—there’s also been another set of photographs in the news.
Thanks to the Webb telescope, we’ve had our first glimpse into very deep space with
pictures of the universe’s oldest galaxies, formed billions of years ago. The telescope sent
back an image of a “stellar nursery” where stars are being formed and another of a giant
planet orbiting outside our solar system. Magnificent. Incredible. Wondrous. We don’t
have enough adjectives to describe such mystery and beauty.
The telescope’s pictures don’t negate or gloss over this summer’s devastating images of
human tragedy and creation’s destruction. But perhaps when we look at these new
images of the heavens and stars, we’ll ask in wonder—as the ancient psalmist did—“what
are we human beings that you are mindful of us, mortals that you care for us?” Perhaps
our awe will renew our love for all creation, for all beings, and for the One who created us
all.
Prayer
Creator God, creating still, thank you for getting our attention. May our wonder at your
heavens lead us to love this world as you so love. Amen.
This reflection was written by Rev. Talitha Arnold and published on Aug 23, 2022 in the Still Speaking
Writers Group Daily Devotional. If you would like to receive the daily devotional email from the United
Church of Christ, please subscribe here: https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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Serving in September
Members and friends, sign-up to serve on Sunday mornings via our annual Church Time &
Talent survey. To revise your survey at anytime, please contact the church office.
If you are not able to serve on an assigned date, it would be helpful for you to arrange a
substitute or swap dates with someone, then please inform the church office.
To volunteer with babies, children, our youth, you must attend a Safe Church Training Session
and pass a background check. The next Safe Church session will be offered on September 18th
at 12:15pm. Please RSVP to Lynsey Weber.

Greeters

Money Counters

September 4- Randy & Kathy Heckman

September 4 Marcia A & Jan S

September 11- Don & Eileen Mignerone

September 11 Tammy K & Mimi A

September 18- Marsha Mahne & Diane Field

September 18 Jerry A & Sharon M

September 25- Mimi A. and Marlene W.

September 25 Marcia & Sharon

Acolytes

Monthly Closer

September 4 Lincoln Wakeland

Sue Phil/Tim Hertel

September 11 Oliver Pennington
September 18 Erin Swan
September 25 Evelyn Swan
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Faith Formation this Fall
Women's Spiritual Growth Group
We would like to invite all the women to come join us on September 12th, 2022 at 7:00 pm. After
September we will meet on the first Monday of the month. This year we will be reading the book
"Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church" by Rachel Held Evans. The book is both a
heartfelt ode to the past and hopeful gaze into the future of what it means to be a part of the Church.
Everyone is responsible to purchase their own book. This woman's group has been a big part of my life as
we share our thoughts, opinions, feelings and whatever else might be on our minds with no judgement,
and we would like to invite other women to come and join in our conversations and friendships. (If the
cost of the book is prohibitive, please see Pastor Kelly for assistance.)
Bible Journey
Adults and Teen students are invited to join a new Bible Journey with former pastor Randy Heckman at
the nine O’clock hour on Sunday mornings beginning September 11th . We will begin with an in-depth
reading of Mark’s Gospel. Mark is the first and briefest gospel written. It offers an early glimpse into the
mindset of the early Christian community and understanding of Jesus. Bring your Bible and notebook if
you wish to take notes. Otherwise Bibles will be made available. The Journey is open to all who are
willing to heed the call. We will gather in the Upper Room to begin.
Adult Confirmation
The Adult Confirmation Program is an 8-month discussion-oriented opportunity to do a deep dive into
your Christian Faith. It is for adults who are serious about digging into their Christian Faith in a group
setting. You will not be told what to think, but you will be challenged to think. The goal is that each of us
will get closer to God. The only guidelines are Respectfulness, Open-Mindedness, and Caring. The
program will run from September 2022 through April 2023. We will meet on Zoom for 75 minutes two
times a month for a total of 16 classes. Once the participants are set we will find the best time to meet on
Zoom. In addition, we will go on 4 on-site visits to a Jewish Synagogue, a Catholic church, a Lutheran
church, and a Quaker church, and we will have a service day. Registration forms are available by the
doors of the sanctuary and from the church office. Please sign-up asap!
Sunday School
Sunday School resumes on Rally Day, September 11, 2022. Sunday School meets during worship. After the
Children's Moment, children are dismissed to Sunday School on the lower level. Please note, Sunday
School does not meet on Communion Sundays (the first Sunday of the month). Children remain in
worship and are welcome to take communion at their parent's discretion. This fall the Sunday Schoolers
will learn about the work & animals of Heifer International, raise funds for children around the world
through UNICEF, take turns serving as acolytes (candle lighters), rehearse and perform a Christmas
Pageant and grow in their love for God and all God's people. Come and see!

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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Mission and Outreach Fall Update
PB&J Ministry for the Mo Network
Last month the Mission and Outreach team invited Kathi Airbini of the Missouri Network For Opiate
Reform and Recovery to speak to our congregation about loving our neighbors who live with active
substance addiction. During her presentation, Kathi identified the continuous need for sack lunches to
share with people who come to their outreach center. Well, the Holy Spirit moved among us and many
of us found ourselves saying, hey we can make sack lunches...
Join us on Communion Sundays (the 1st Sunday of the month) , beginning September 4th, in the Upper
Room to assemble sack lunches immediately following worship. Many (gloved) hands will make light
work! Our target is to make 100 sack lunches each month.
A table in the Upper Room is also being used as a collection area for grocery items to be used for these
lunches. We are collecting peanut butter, jelly, zip-lock bags, and paper lunch bags. Other non-perishable
lunch box items, such as granola bars, raisins, fruit snacks, etc. are also appreciated. We are collecting
sliced bread too, although it needs to be sent fresh or labeled/placed in the freezer.
Fill the Van for the Affton Christian Food Pantry on Rally Day
The ACFP serves families that reside in the 63123 zip code and is supported by its fifteen member
churches, one of which is Eden UCC. The ACFP Pantry serves over 250 families every two weeks.
The Pantry particularly needs donations of mac and cheese, peanut butter, cereal, rice, meal
supplements, beans, laundry detergent, and toilet paper. Help us FILL THE VAN with food donations on
Rally Day, September 11th. Monetary gifts and volunteer hours are also appreciated. See Jerry and Marcia
Amm or Tammy Kutrip for more information.
Heifer International
The Sunday School will be collecting money for Heifer International in September. They will be learning
more about this mission work September 18 & 25 in class. 'Heifer International isn't just about cows. We
will be focusing on DUCKS this year... just $20 buys a flock... If you donate you will receive a little duck of
your own. Check out Heifer on their website @ 'Heifer.org'. Eden has shared in the Heifer Project mission
work for a long time, since Pastor Dickbernd was one of the original cowboys in the 1940's.
Habitat for Humanity: Save the Date November 5th Work Day
Eden UCC will once again come together with other area UCC churches to work cooperatively on a
Habitat for Humanity House. If you have questions or would like to sign-up, please see Kristen DeGreeff.

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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Happy September Birthday!
Joyce Klingemann 9/1

Lorena Doss 9/17

Bryan Wakeland 9/1

Dave Kutrip 9/17

Tammy Kutrip 9/6

Mary Swan 9/17

Gabriel Mignerone 9/9

Michael Kumpf 9/18

Mary Ann Miller 9/9

Randy Heckman 9/19

Marlene Waldschmidt 9/9

Mitchell Mignerone 9/19

Rebecca Wurl 9/14

Margie Kohl 9/25

Jacob Hertel 9/15

Lisa Russell 9/27

Katelin Hertel 9/15

Ellen Kratz 9/28

Corrine Bonebrake 9/16

Kathy Waites 9/30

Happy September Anniversary!
Bob & Jan Swan- 9/5- 44 years
Art & Ruth Ann Frank-9/7- 59 years
Joshua & Kristen DeGreeff- 9/18- 1 year

Did we miss your special day? Happy belated!
Please let the church office know so that we may update our records.

Help us show love to our homebound members

Together
We Can

*This information is redacted from our web
version of the Greeting for privacy.

Stamp
Out
Loneliness.

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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September 2022

God bless the schools.

This fall our church staff is expanding coverage of the
church office to better serve you!
Any changes to the following schedule will be shared in our
Midweek Announcements.

Lynsey Weber:

Pastor Kelly Johnson:

Tuesdays: 10am-1pm

Mondays: 8:30am-11:30am

Wednesdays: 10am-1pm

Tuesdays: 8:30am-11:30am

Fridays: 10am-1pm

Fridays: 10am-1pm

Eden UCC, Affton MO
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2022 EDEN UCC
Don Mignerone
President

Robert Swan

LET'S CONNECT
office@edenucc.org—check on the web:
www.edenucc.org
Facebook at Eden United Church of Christ in Affton

Vice President

Susan Solsten
Recording
Secretary

Beverly Mack
Treasurer

Eden Greeting is a Publication of Eden United Church of Christ
Affton, Missouri— www.edenucc.org

The Eden Greeting is electronic!
To be better stewards of God's creation and to reduce our office expenses, the
primary method of sharing the Greeting will be via e-mail. If you did not receive an
electronic copy and are able to, please email the office (office@edenucc.org) and copy
Pastor Kelly (so she can build her contact list; hellopastorkelly@gmail.com ) with your
current email address.

Remaining
Members at Large:

Gary Kratz
Karen Wakeland
Marilynne Wirsig

EDEN
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
314-631-8930
Hybrid Worship at 10:30 am
Rev. Kelly Johnson

