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The Newsletter of Eden United Church of Christ

January Greeting

Sunday Mornings at Eden UCC
Worship
Online or In-Person
Sunday Mornings:
10:30am
Zoom Meeting ID:
999 4200 6505
Password: 337549
In-person worship
requires masks.
Worship Videos
posted to Facebook
on Wednesdays and
included in our
Midweek
Announcements.

Sunday School
Children exit the sanctuary after the Children's Message
for a time of learning and fun. On Communion Sundays
(the first Sunday of the month), children stay in worship
with their families. Activity items always available for
children wishing to remain in church.

Liturgist Schedule
January 2: Tim Hertel
January 9: Kathy Heckman
January 16: Bev Mack
January 23: Randy Heckman
January 30: Don Mignerone

Eden UCC, Affton MO

1 | Page

President's Report
As we begin a new year of 2022, I hope that we will soon be done with this virus (or be
able to control it) that has disrupted our lives for the last 21 months. Even though we have
had many of our congregation members return to in-person services, we are still missing
several members of our congregation who have not been able to join us in-person. Many
have continued to worship with us by Zoom, but we still miss the chance to see and
socialize with them. As more people become vaccinated and get their booster shots, my
wish is that we can all move forward to the time when we will all be together again inperson. At this time, we will continue to wear our masks and do what we can to keep
everyone healthy and safe.

As of January 17, 2022, Pastor Kelly Johnson will have been our called minister and
teacher for one year. We are blessed to have her and her husband, Jeffrey, worship
with us this past year. She has done a fantastic job these first 12 months and I hear
from many members of our congregation, as well as visitors, that they are so very
happy that the Search Team choose her to come to Eden. Of course, the congregation
had to vote on the team’s recommendation, but all has been very positive. She has
introduced some new ideas and has adjusted well to the traditions of our church. We
look forward to many years of working together for the good of Eden UCC.
The Church Council continues to meet every month and conduct the business of the
church. With the help from our committees, we try our best to make the correct
decisions for our church property and our congregation. We have completed several
projects with much needed repairs and have updated our sound system. We hope in
the near future, to upgrade the cameras that we use for Zoom. We all owe Gary Kratz,
Lynsey Weber, and Steve Buritsch a big THANK YOU for all they do to get our services
out to everyone who worships with us on Zoom. They have done a great job and are
always there when needed.
My hope is that we continue to grow as a congregation and do our best to welcome all
visitors who come through our doors and visit us on Zoom. As Pastor Kelly has said
many times, “ There are no strangers at Eden, and we are all part of the same family.”
Peace be with you all and let’s pray for a great 2022,
Don Mignerone
President, Eden UCC
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Beloveds,

a note from Pastor Kelly

Perhaps January is our most hope-filled month. All over the world, people are aching to
do better, or at least try to, in the New Year. Morning shows share tips and recipes for
healthy eating, gym parking lots are packed, and even AA meetings get crowded. Such
communal efforts for self-improvement are actually advantageous. I read one study that
found 46% of participants who made common New Year's resolutions were over ten
times more likely to succeed in them, than those deciding to make life changes at other
times of the year.
However, if you are like me, then somewhere between the strike of midnight on New
Year's Eve and the 1st of February, those resolutions get pushed aside. Experts have
found that nearly 88% of all New Years resolutions fail within 30 days. Those aren't great
odds, and yet, year after year, we try again come January. Logically that makes no sense,
but then again, neither does hope.
Remember in Advent when we talked about the difference between happiness and joy,
noting that while happiness is circumstantial, joy comes from being in relationship with
God? Well, the words hope and wish have a similar distinction. While both words
capture a longing for something, our sense of hope takes root in our faith in God.
A key difference is this: with God, even if our desires are not realized, we still know that
we will be okay.
Just before King Nebuchadnezzar threw those Hebrew children in the fiery furnace,
Shadrack told him that the God of Israel would deliver them from the flames! But then
he faithfully added, and even if He doesn’t, God is still good. (Daniel 3:16) Now that is
hope! That’s that even-if, no-matter-what, God's-got-this, all-will-be-well kind of hope!
I sincerely hope that your resolutions stick and any dreams you have for 2022 come true.
But I also want you to know that God loves you exactly as you are too. It's a both/and
situation with God. For God calls forth your best self, and forgives your baser self too.
God is forever making all things new, and thankfully, this includes us too. His mercies are
new every morning, which means we don't have just one shot on January 1st to do right.
We have 365 days a year to try again, and forever tries with God.
Grace + Peace,
Pastor Kelly
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New Year, Now What?
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days
ordained for me were written in your book before
one of them came to be. – Psalm 139:16 (NIV))
As the old year rounded into a new one, my social media was pretty evenly divided. On
the one side were notices about the perfect diet, the easiest fitness program, the most
successful spiritual practices. The other side reminded me that I am perfect exactly as I
am, and that God loves me even if I didn’t commit to a new way of eating, exercising or
praying in the new year.
I didn’t find many posts that came down where I am: in the middle. On the one hand, I
rely heavily, and I mean extremely heavily, on God’s grace. The faith that God meets me
where and how I am is what gets me through most days.
On the other hand, the secular New Year’s Day and the church’s season of Epiphany are
not, for me, just arbitrary dates on the calendar. Our natural rhythms are connected to
the movement of the seasons. In the northern part of the northern hemisphere where I
live, winter’s sleepy hibernation thaws slowly but inevitably into spring’s generative
energy. I feel a difference in my body and my spirit during this time, a yearning to let go
of the shadows of the past and lean into the light. And sometimes that means
changing stagnant patterns of behavior that have gotten me through the past year.
So in the new year, I awaken each day, as always, to the prayer that Christ will receive
me just as I am. And I also embrace the new energy of the new year, and enjoy (for as
long as they last), the new year’s endeavors.
Prayer
Holy God, you know how each one of my days will unfold. Help me to find you anew in
each new day, no matter what else I have resolved. Amen.
This devotional was written by Jennifer Brownell and published on Jan 16, 2021 as part of the StillSpeaking
Writers Group Daily Devotional. If you would like to receive this daily devotional email from the United
Church of Christ, please subscribe here: https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/
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Congregational Life at Eden UCC:
If your church group is active but not listed, please send information to the church office so that we may pass it along!

Women's Spiritual Growth Group
Women's Spiritual Growth Group meets on the first Monday of the month at 7pm in the
Lower Level Lounge. The group is currently reading Holy Envy by Barbara Brown Taylor. For
more information, please reach out to Tammy K. Next meeting January 3rd.

Coffee with the Pastor: Zoom Coffee Hour
Coffee Hour with Pastor Kelly on Wednesday mornings at 10:30AM. Grab your coffee mug
and join us for some holy chit-chat! What new? Let's connect. Find the zoom link
reminder in your weekly email, or reach out to the church office.
Christian Education Team
Meets monthly via Zoom. Next meeting: January 6th. Zoom link available from the
church office. Join us if you are passionate about faith formation.
Worship and Music Team
Meets via Zoom on the 2nd Monday of the month at 7pm. Zoom link available from the
church office. Join us if you are interested in crafting meaningful worship experiences for
our congregation.
Refresh Team
With council's blessing, a new team is being formed to consider updates and
organization for our interior spaces. Do you have an eye for design? Are you up to the
challenge of a shoe-string budget? Please share your interest with Pastor Kelly.
Ukulele Choir
Wednesdays at 6:15pm in the Upper Room. All are welcome! Borrow a uke or bring your
own. Contact Jeffrey J. for more information. The first meeting of the new year will be on
January 12th.
Confirmation
Monday, January 24, 6:30-7:30pm: In Person Class on CHURCH HISTORY AND THE UCC
PLEASE NOTE: Our plans to attend worship with the residents of Emmaus Homes in
January has been cancelled due to covid precautions.
Dartball resumes after the holiday break!
Jan 4th: Eden @ Grace (Away)
Jan 11th: St. Paul City @ Eden (Home)
Jan 18th: Zion Lutheran @ Eden (Home)
Jan 25th: Eden @ St. John's #2 (Away)
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Happy Birthday to...
Rebecca Hertel 1/01
Michael Pipkin 1/03
Lynsey Weber 1/03
Lynda Hertel 1/05
Kristen DeGreeff 1/09
Virginia Ziegler 1/12
Tim Hertel 1/16
Brad Carrillo 1/18
Krista Frohling 1/21
Brandon Kutrip 1/26

Happy Anniversary to...
Dan and Kimberly Shaul 1/09

Congratulations to...
Neil and Melissa (nee Wright)
Akers, who were married at
Eden United Church of Christ
on December 29, 2021.
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You have fixed all the bounds of the earth;
you made summer and winter.
Psalm 74:17

JANUARY 2022

IN CASE OF INCLIMENT WEATHER, PLEASE CHECK YOUR
EMAIL FOR ANY LAST MINUTE ANNOUNCEMENTS PRIOR TO
DRIVING TO CHURCH. YOU CAN ALSO TUNE INTO KSDK
CHANNEL 5 OR KMOV CHANNEL 4 FOR CHURCH CLOSURES.
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2022 EDEN UCC

LET'S CONNECT

Don Mignerone
President
Robert Swan
Vice President
Susan Solsten
Recording

office@edenucc.org—check on the web:

www.edenucc.org
Facebook at Eden United Church of Christ in Affton

Eden Greeting is a Publication of Eden United Church of Christ
Affton, Missouri— www.edenucc.org

The Eden Greeting is electronic!

Secretary
Beverly Mack
Treasurer

To be better stewards of God's creation and to reduce our office expenses, the primary
method of sharing the Greeting will be via e-mail. If you did not receive an electronic copy
and are able to, please email the office (office@edenucc.org) and copy Pastor Kelly (so she
can build her contact list; hellopastorkelly@gmail.com ) with your current email address.

Remaining
Members at
Large

Karen

EDEN
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Wakeland

314-631-8930

Gary Kratz

Marilynne
Wirsig

Worship at 10:30 am
Rev. Kelly Johnson

